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Due to the current health situation concerning COVID-19, and in the
best interest of our members and families, our Desk and Derrick Club
meeting scheduled for May 2020, is CANCELLED.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 17, 2020. We will
continue to monitor the situation as to if we are able to meet.
Where: Petroleum Club of Lafayette
Cost: $20 cash/check or $23 if paying with credit card.
All members have a standing reservation for dinner. If you are unable to attend,
CANCEL your reservation by emailing House at

Online Resources

ddlafayettehouse@gmail.com

Club Website:
www.ddlafayette.org

You will be charged for dinner if you FAIL TO CANCEL by the deadline of 10:00
A.M. on the day of the meeting.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
deskandderrickcluboflafayette
ADDC Website:
www.addc.org
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“The progress of the world will call for the best that all of
us have to give” - Mary McLeod Bethune
-
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I hope the month of May finds you all well. I’m happy the winter temperatures are gone here
in the South and the April showers have washed away the pollen that causes so many of us
allergy symptoms. Looking out my windows now, it is a beautiful sunny day, temperature in

SECRETARY
Casi Nichols
Spur Services LLC

the 70s, and all the trees full of beautiful green leaves. I hope everyone can enjoy some time
outdoors, safely, as we all need to continue social distancing until this crisis is over.
The Board wants to reiterate that the health, safety, and well being of our members is
ultimately the most important thing to consider these days. While there is a great risk in

TREASURER
Philana Thompson
Merrion Oil & Gas Corp

having monthly meetings, we urge clubs to NOT have physical meetings while your areas
still have active cases and increased risks of infection. For 2020, meeting requirements will
NOT be enforced. With the success we are seeing with meetings conducted through web
applications like Zoom, Webex, and others; we know that clubs have some resources for
having meetings and educational programs during this time. If you have someone in your

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Terry Ligon

club with the technical savvy to help make that happen, your club can keep members engaged
during the pandemic. Just know that while this is a great option, clubs are under no
obligation to meet right now.

L Chem Tech Company Inc

Two regions have officially conducted region business as of the time of this
PARLIAMENTARIAN
Marilyn Carter

letter. The West Region has elected Heather Woods from the Farmington Club as the 2021
Region Director. The Southeast Region has elected Margie Steed from the Red River Club as
the 2021 Region Director. Congratulations to Heather and Margie! Thank you for stepping

CENTRAL REGION DIRECTOR

up to share your knowledge and help lead your regions next year! We all hope and pray that
life will be back to normal in 2021 and we will be able to resume our physical region meetings.

Shelly McCool
Taylored Services, LLC

The COVID-19 pandemic and the plunging oil prices have hit our membership hard.
Businesses have cut spending, laid off employees, and even shuttered their operations. As of
the end of April, we have less than 900 members with all active clubs having sent membership

NORTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR
Shelly Hildebrant
Miller & Cook, LLP

renewals. That equates to another 16% decrease
in membership. With the uncertainty of the industry and our impacted members getting back
to work, the Board has reviewed the financial obligations of our contract with the Sheraton
Pittsburgh with the Finance Review Committee. We feel the likelihood of having the

SOUTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR
Susan Miller

WEST REGION DIRECTOR
Christina Forth

necessary attendance at Convention in September to meet the financial obligations of the contract are questionable. The chance of losing tens of thousands of dollars this year are more
than we can afford to risk. The Force Majeure Clause in our contract could possibly free us
from the contract if we cancel completely, but we would likely incur legal costs
Continued on page 4
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getting out of it. The Sheraton will allow us to move our contract to 2022, without any financial
cost incurred. We will have to renegotiate room costs and projected number of room nights used
based on changes made to the convention format that take place in 2021. With that change, the
meeting of the Board of Directors at Convention takes place on Thursday, instead of Tuesday.
This brings the Board in on Wednesday instead of Monday, reducing the number of nights

SECRETARY

necessary for each board members by two, lowering the ADDC cost of the Board at Convention.

Casi Nichols

It also reduces the number of room nights used for the Convention, which affects the contracted

Spur Services LLC

Convention room rate, therefore, we will have to renegotiate the total number of rooms needed
and the anticipated food and beverage costs, which could change the final room rates. That
information will be shared at a future time.

TREASURER
Philana Thompson
Merrion Oil & Gas Corp

The move of the 2022 Convention to Pittsburgh will mean moving last year’s approved 2022
Convention site of Albuquerque, NM to 2023. Any plans currently in the works for 2023 will
need to be pushed to 2024. This was not an easy decision, but necessary to ensure the
Association does not suffer the devastating blow of the possible financial loss of an unsuccessful

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Terry Ligon
L Chem Tech Company Inc

Convention this year.

Not having our annual Convention and Educational Conference is unprecedented, as is almost
everything we see happening around us in 2020. Over the next several months, we will be
working on the details for handling necessary business of the Association for 2020, such as any

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Marilyn Carter

urgent Bylaw changes, election of officers, etc. by mail-in or electronic means. We believe the
normal Convention Board Meeting this year can be handled by electronic means, so there will be
no more physical board meetings in 2020. Please bear with us as we navigate through these
uncertain times.

CENTRAL REGION DIRECTOR
Shelly McCool

Until next month, please continue to take care of yourself. Don’t put yourself in any unnecessary
risk.

Taylored Services, LLC

NORTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR

“Well done is better than well said.” Benjamin Franklin

Shelly Hildebrant
Miller & Cook, LLP

SOUTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR
Susan Miller

WEST REGION DIRECTOR
Christina Forth
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Dear Members,

What a year this has been! Who would have thought that the Earth really did stand still?
Weddings, Graduations, Parties, and Region Meetings all had to be cancelled or re-scheduled at a later
date. Yes, it did hurt having to cancel our Region Meeting Cruise but this CO-VID19 is not letting up
and the safety of our members is our top priority.
Families are bonding, people are helping others out who cannot help themselves, many working out of
their homes now, zoom classes, and home schooling are part of our normal now. People are making the
best of it, and we hope they are adhering to the Governor and the President to stay home unless they
must go out for essentials.
I do want to thank everyone who sent Angie, Judi, and me lovely notes, emails, and calls about the work
we did keeping the members informed and their condolences about the cancellation.
Congratulations to Margie Steed of the Red River Club who will be the Region Director for 2021; she
will be holding her meeting in the Houston area hosted by the North Harris/Montgomery Counties
Club.
The Awards of Merit were mailed to the Southeast Region Presidents and I want to personally
congratulate each and every one of the members who received the Awards.
Hoping we all get to see everyone at a Desk and Derrick Meeting when the stay at home order is lifted.
Please bring a guest to the meeting and get them interested in joining our fine organization.
I want to thank the Westbank Club members for your support during this time and I’m truly looking
forward to seeing you in person soon. I do still plan to visit a few clubs from around the Southeast
Region when I am able to travel again.
Prayers to all our members and their families that everyone stays safe and that we will be getting
together soon. I know I miss my family and my Desk and Derrick family too. We know there have been
plenty of challenges, but we will get through this.

Susan

Shelly Hildebrant
Miller & Cook, LLP

SOUTHEAST REGION DIRECTOR
Susan Miller

WEST REGION DIRECTOR
Christina Forth
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Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

Angela Cutrera
St. Landry Parish
Solid Waste

PRESIDENT ELECT

Jennifer Accardo
Smith Mason & Co
SECRETARY

Ada Weeks
Retired

TREASURER

Delvie Hemphill
Retired

DIRECTOR

Brittney Clark

Cardon Sales Company

DIRECTOR

Melissa Thibodeaux
EDG, Inc.

DIRECTOR

Ramona Bienvenu
Retired

DIRECTOR

Ronda Thibodeaux
Alpha Control Services
IMMEDIATE PAST
PRESIDENT

Sheri Bienvenue
Veris Global

Congratulations!
Our Lafayette Club entries did very well in the Southeast Region AIMEE Awards.
1st Place - Best Large Bulletin (Tie with Westbank Club)
Desrick – November 2019 Issue
Melissa Thibodeaux , Author
1st Place - Best Industry Article
Reflecting on the Histories of Lafayette Desk and Derrick Club and LAGCOE
January 2019
Lillian Espinoza-Gala, Author
2nd Place - Best Industry Seminar
Faulting & Subsidence in Southern Louisiana Seminar
Dr. Kinsland, October 2019
Ramona Bienvenu and Carol Trosclair, Coordinators
Kathy Martin, Author
2nd Place - Best Industry Photograph
Trash to Fuel – Full Circle
Angela Cutrera, Author
3rd Place - Best Desk and Derrick Article
May 2019
BRAVING – Rumbling with Trust
Sheri Bienvenue, Author
3rd Place - Best Industry Program
Remote Medical Care and its Role in the Energy Industry
Dr. Thibodeaux, September 2019
Kathy Martin, Author
Congratulations to Margie Steed from the Red River Club, elected as the 2021 Southeast
Region Director.
The 2021 Region Meeting will be hosted by the North Harris
Montgomery Club and held in North Houston on April 21-24, 2021.
Although our May meeting is cancelled, we are now in Phase 1 of reopening.
We plan to hold our June Board of Directors and Membership Meetings as normally
scheduled. We have been in contact with the Petroleum Club about the required
guidelines and will get an update prior to our June meeting. Our safety will be the
primary consideration as we plan to gather together once again.

Can’t wait to see everyone!

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Kathy Martin

Acadian Ambulance
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
We welcome guests to attend
one monthly meeting per
calendar year with the option
of becoming a member.
Please email guest
information to
ddlafayettehouse@gmail.com
if you would like to have a
guest attend.
House Chair
JoAnn Aldridge

May Birthdays
Tifani Leal 5/2
Kristian Breaux 5/11
Jennifer Accardo 5/14
Kylie Sellers 5/16
Delvie Hemphill 5/30

Due to Covid-19 we do not have a 2020 picture. This picture
was taken in 2019
Pictured: Vickie Chauvin and Lori Landry

June Birthdays
Brittney Clark 6/11
Amy Segrest 6/28

Reminder:

Congratulations

Birthday and guests
pictures will be taken at
the end of the meeting.
Please see Brittney Clark.

2019 Perfect Attendance
Ramona Bienvenu
Angela Cutrera
Carol Hale
Ada Weeks

Desrick
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My silver lining has been
that Ted and I have been
able to spend more quality
time with the kids and slow
down! They grow so fast.
We are soaking up every
moment with them!
~Brittney

So happy to be back in my
office!!!! You can’t see it
but I’m smiling under this
mastk. ~Sarah

My silver lining has been for
the last eight weeks myself
and five other ladies created
a team making mask for
frontline workers. It has
been a great joy serving my
community! ~JoAnn

Although they have literally made me crazy, I
really enjoyed the extra time with my children.
They grow so fast! It was nice to take it slow for
a while. I also appreciate work more. I need the
daily adult interation! ~Amy
My silverling has been
having my daughter and
my husband home with
me. I have typically
always worked remote.
This time has been slow
resulting in more walks,
family kitchen time, and
long talks. ~Melissa

Desrick

Back in the office! Made
over 400 masks to keep
everyone safe and well!!
Can’t wait to see everyone
in person and not
concealed!! Miss everyone!!
~Lori

8

My silver lining has
definitely been all of the
projects Joey & I finally had
time to do & all of the
fishing/crabbing we’ve got
to catch up on! ~Sheri

May 2020

Congratulations to Kathy and David Martin
on the birth of their FIRST Grandchild.

Welcome Dayna Rae Martin!!
Born February 5, 2020 at 4:25pm weighing 8 lbs. 4
oz and 20 1/2 inches long!

Desrick
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Oil and gas industry sees wish list bills move through

Louisiana Legislature
Lafayette Daily Advertiser Published 3:30 p.m. CT May 22, 2020

Louisiana's oil and gas companies saw several items on their legislative wish list move
forward this week, as a bill addressing severance taxes cleared a significant hurdle
Friday.

2020
RIG COUNT

The Louisiana Oil and Gas Association has outlined several bills and resolutions they
support in the 2020 Legislative Session, many of which the group says would give the
state's oil producers much-needed aid as the industry faces a historic oil crisis.

More: Coronavirus pandemic offers Louisiana oil and gas industry hope on
long-standing wishes
More: Amid coronavirus, Louisiana oil and gas workforce sees 23% layoffs, wells shut
Many of the items LOGA is targeting have been on the group's radar for years, but
LOGA President Gifford Briggs has said the measures are needed now to keep the
industry afloat.
Reduce Louisiana's severance tax on oil and gas
House Bill 506 status: Passed by the House, 72-24
House Concurrent Resolution 65 status: Awaiting passage in the House

House Bill 506, by Republican Rep. Phillip DeVillier of Eunice, would scale down the
severance tax on oil and gas from 12.5% to 8.5% over the next eight years. The severance
tax is a state tax paid on all natural resources produced in the state, but the bulk of the
collected revenue comes from oil.
The bill was passed by the House on Friday, and will move to the Senate side.
The bill originally had a provision that would drop the tax to 2% if oil prices fell below
$30 per barrel, but it was struck by an amendment in the House Appropriations
Committee. It passed the committee Monday with a unanimous 19-0 vote.
Late last week, the bill passed the House Ways and Means Committee 14-3.
According to the fiscal note, the bill would cut about $112.6 million in state revenue over
the next five years.
The severance tax provides the state with a significant amount of revenue. The majority
of the revenue goes to the state, and in fiscal year 2019, the tax brought in $529 million,
according to the Louisiana Department of Revenue.
Another measure, House Concurrent Resolution 65 by Lafayette Republican Rep. Stuart
Bishop, would suspend the severance tax on oil and gas starting from the date it's
adopted until 60 days after the end of the 2021 legislative session.
Gov. John Bel Edwards delayed collection of the payments in April, but he said the
Legislature would have to act to fully suspend the tax.

Latest Week : 5/22/2020
Alaska

3

California

5

Colorado

6

Kansas

0

Louisiana
35(down by
6 from last month)
New Mexico

63

North Dakota

14

Ohio

8

Oklahoma

12

Pennsylvania

22

Texas

138

Utah

0

West Virginia

8

Wyoming

2

Total US Rig Count: 316
(Down by 211 from last
month)
Source: bakerhughes.com

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2020/05/22/oil-and-gas-industry-sees-priorities-move-throughlouisiana-legislature/5243138002/
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Louisiana Oil and Gas Association President
Gifford Briggs speaking in Lafayette. (Photo:

State Rep. Stuart Bishop, R-Lafayette, has announced that he will seek re-election to continue
representing District 43 in the Louisiana House of
Representatives. (Photo: Submitted photo)

William Taylor Potter)

Limiting coastal lawsuits filed by local governments
Senate Bill 359 status: Awaiting passage in the Senate
Senate Concurrent Resolution 7: Passed by the Senate and referred to House Committee on Natural Resources and
Environment
Senate Bill 359, written by Republican Sen. Bob Hensgens of Abbeville, would make it so that only certain state officials,
such as the attorney general, could file lawsuits related to states concerns regarding coastal use permits.
The bill was filed before the COVID-19 crisis, as streamlining the coastal lawsuits. The organization and other oil and gas
advocates have criticized the lawsuits, saying they drive away oil producers and jobs. LOGA has pushed for the bill, saying
it is needed during the crisis so companies can pay employees instead of paying attorneys.

LOGA says several groups, including the regional economic development coalition One Acadiana, support of the bill.
The bill had passed through the Senate's Committee on Natural Resources earlier this month, but the Senate sent it to the
Finance Committee on Monday. At the time, a joint statement from Briggs and Tyler Gray, president of Louisiana
Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association, said they were hoping for a "swift hearing" from the committee, though they
disagreed with the move.
“On more than one occasion, the Secretary or Department of Natural Resources has indicated he has all of the necessary
resources to enforce the coastal program. Further, the Attorney General of Louisiana has indicated there is no anticipated
fiscal impact to his department," the statement said. “Nonetheless, the legislative fiscal office is referencing public
testimony without consideration for current law providing for contingency and fee shifting arrangements as reason for the
move."
Senate Concurrent Resolution 7, by Slidell Republican Sen. Sharon Hewitt, is another measure championed by LOGA. The
resolution urges local entities to drop the coastal lawsuits.
LOGA and LMOGA have expressed support for the measure and applauded the Senate for passing it this week.
“The lawsuits target over 200 companies— the majority of which are small and independent operators, who help provide
over 33,000 direct high-paying jobs and $3 billion in wages," Briggs said.
“We applaud Sen.or Hewitt and all the members for their leadership and support of SCR 7," Gray said.

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2020/05/22/oil-and-gas-industry-sees-priorities-move-through-louisiana-legislature/5243138002/
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Louisiana Coronavirus Data as of
5/29/2020
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As 'contact tracing' moves forward in Louisiana,
Republicans push to make sure it'
The Advocate: PUBLISHED MAY 22, 2020 AT 1:30 PM

Republicans in the Louisiana Legislature who are skeptical of contact tracing in the coronavirus response
spearheaded by Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards are advancing legislation to ensure that residents
have the right not to participate.

The legislators pushing the measures say their constituents are concerned about contact tracing, a
long-standing practice of epidemiologists where state workers call people who have been infected with a
contagious disease to trace who they may have come into contact with. The state then calls those people
to inform them they may have been exposed — in this case to the novel coronavirus — and advise them
how to protect themselves and others.

The efforts by Republican lawmakers come as the Democratic governor continues to hold up contact
tracing as a crucial part of the state’s reopening plan. At a news conference Friday, Edwards called the
fears about contact tracing, such as privacy concerns, “unfounded,” while also stressing that there will be
no mandates on people to take part — or penalties if they refuse.

“This is one of those efforts that I would encourage people to not think along the lines of what you have a
right to do or not to do, but what is the right thing to do,” Edwards said.

Rep. Blake Miguez, chair of the House Republican delegation, tacked an amendment to the state’s
operating budget Thursday that prohibits money from being spent on any contact tracing program that is
mandatory.

Continued on page 14
Source: The Advocate https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_55ef60cc-9c5a-11ea
-bc2b-9fee923e4526.html
Desrick
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The House on Friday passed House Concurrent Resolution 93 by Rep. Raymond Crews, R-Bossier
City, that directs the governor to require those conducting contact tracing to disclose to people it is
voluntary and make sure no penalties are put in place for those who don’t participate.

The governor said as of Friday, 450 people have been hired to do the work, above the initial goal of
250. The state has pegged the number of contact tracers it needs at about 700, but officials say they
will scale up to that number if needed. The Edwards administration says it plans to pay around $15
million to $20 million in federal dollars to four companies to hire contact tracers.

Voting to stress virus tracking is voluntary (59): Reps. Amedee, Bagley, Bourriaque,
Butler, Carrier, Coussan, Crews, Davis, Deshotel, DeVillier, DuBuisson, Dwight, Edmonds,
Edmonston, Emerson, Farnum, Firment, Fontenot, Freiberg, Frieman, Gadberry, Garofalo, Goudeau,
Harris, Henry, Hilferty, Hodges, Hollis, Horton, Huval, Illg, Ivey, M. Johnson, Kerner, Mack,
McCormick, McFarland, McKnight, McMahen, Miguez, G. Miller, Mincey, Muscarello, Nelson, C.

Owen, R. Owen, Pressly, Riser, Romero, Schamerhorn, Seabaugh, St. Blanc, Stefanski, Tarver,
Thomas, Turner, Villio, Wheat and Wright.

Voting against HCR 93 (31): Reps Adams, Brass, Brown, Bryant, Carpenter, G. Carter, R.
Carter, W. Carter, Cormier, Cox, Duplessis, Freeman, Gaines, Green, Hughes, Jefferson, Jenkins,
Jones, Jordan, LaCombe, Landry, Larvadain, Lyons, Marino, Miller, D., Moore, Newell, Pierre,
Selders, Thompson and Willard.

Not voting (14): Speaker Schexnayder, Reps. Bacala, Beaullieu, Bishop, Echols, Glover, James,
T. Johnson, Magee, Marcelle, Phelps, Stagni, White and Zeringue.

Source: The Advocate
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_55ef60cc-9c5a-11ea-bc2b-9fee923e4526.html
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Star-Spangled Parfaits
Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•

2 cups fresh strawberries, cut into
1/2-inch pieces
2 cups fresh blueberries
4 teaspoons reduced-fat raspberry
walnut vinaigrette
3/4 cup fat-free vanilla or strawberry
Greek yogurt
2 teaspoons minced fresh mint
Unsweetened shredded coconut, optional

Directions
Place strawberries and blueberries in separate bowls. Drizzle each with 2 teaspoons vinaigrette; toss to
coat. In a small bowl, mix yogurt and mint.
Spoon strawberries into four parfait glasses. Layer each with yogurt mixture and blueberries. If desired, top
with coconut.

Editor's Note
Look for unsweetened coconut in the baking or health food section.

Nutrition Facts
1 parfait (calculated without coconut): 172 calories, 7g fat (5g saturated fat), 0 cholesterol, 41mg sodium,
24g carbohydrate (17g sugars, 5g fiber), 5g protein. Diabetic Exchanges: 1 fruit, 1 fat, 1/2 starch.

Source: https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/star-spangled-parfaits/
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Desk and Derrick Club of Lafayette
2020 Committee Chairs/Co-Chairs
Committee

Chair

Co-Chair

Board Contact

Audit/Internal Revenue

Ada Weeks

Ramona Bienvenu

Jennifer Accardo

Bylaws

Sarah Hulin

Sheri Bienvenue

Delvie Hemphill

Communications/Training/ Education

Kathy Martin

Carol Trosclair

Ramona Bienvenu

Desrick

Melissa Thibodeaux

Bonnie Boudreaux/Brittney Clark

Ronda Thibodeaux

Field Trip/Social

Sheri Bienvenue

Kristian Breaux

Brittney Clark

Finance/Budget

Sarah Hulin

Brittney Clark

Jennifer Accardo

Fundraising

Vicki Chauvin

Barbara Dronet

Brittney Clark

House

JoAnn Aldridge

Kristian Breaux

Sheri Bienvenue

Membership/Orientation

Melissa Thibodeaux

Jennifer Accardo

Ramona Bienvenu

Photography/ Scrapbook

Brittney Clark

Kylie Sellers

Melissa Thibodeaux

Program

Jennifer Accardo

Cindy Dore

Ada Weeks

Publicity

Brittney Clark

Betty Boullion

Sheri Bienvenue

Regional Meeting and Convention

Lori Landry

Kylie Sellers

Ada Weeks

Special Activities

Ronda Thibodeaux

Kylie Sellers

Melissa Thibodeaux

Sunshine

Tifani Leal

Linda Wilson

Ronda Thibodeaux

Desrick

17

MAY 2020

